Reproductive characteristic of free-ranging Panamanian tamarins (Saguinus oedipus geoffroyi).
Field observations on reproductive activity in the Panamanian tamarin (Saguinus oedipus geoffroyi) were made in conjunction with the examination of 131 reproductive tracts collected at regular intervals over one year. Reproductive tract characteristics were compared over seasons. Embryonic and fetal development were also assessed. A distinct birth peak was observed from April to early June. Pregnancies in April and May point to a potential, but unrealized, birth peak in August and September. Despite the tendency toward birth peaks, reproductive activity occurred throughout the year. Reproduction was limited to a single female per social group. The average number of infants born per female was two. Groups inhabiting lowland areas appeared to be more successful in raising young than groups inhabiting upland areas.